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Activity 13    

The Island
Age

6-17 years

Aim
To educate participants in the idea of law and rights
Process

Facilitators and groups of 10
Materials

Copies of the UNCRC, flipchart and pens

Method:
1. Sit participants in a large group in the middle of the room and explain to them that you are about to tell them a story, and they have to use their imagination.  You will be the storyteller and all they have to do is listen and can close their eyes if they wish.
2. Read aloud the following story, you can tailor this to suit the desired age group.  

“You are about to go on a holiday, and have been saving your money for a few months, to pay for it.  You are really excited and have your bags packed and ready to go.  You are picked up by a limousine and arrive at the docks where a massive ship is waiting for you.  The ship is beautiful and seems to go on for miles, it’s so big.  As you board the ship you notice that there are children of all ages there.  You go up the gangplank and see babies crawling past you, toddlers are playing on the deck and teenagers are waving from balconies.  The interesting thing is that everyone is speaking different languages and wearing different clothes.  There seems to be someone from every religion and culture on earth on this ship.

The ship sets sail and over the next few days you explore as much as you can.  There is something for everyone, a football stadium with your favourite team playing, a disco with your favourite music, video games as well as every sport you can imagine.  This is proving to be the best holiday you could ever imagine.
Then one night you are awoken by an alarm.  The ship has struck an ice berg and you need to evacuate.  You go on board a comfortable lifeboat with plenty of food and water.  Everyone gets out alive and no one is hurt.

After a few hours you arrive on an island.  Everyone has made it, and although they are a bit tired, they seem to be okay.  The island is very big, there is fresh water and fertile soil for growing crops.  But here you are with hundreds of other people standing on a beach waiting for some instruction.”
3. Break participants into groups of 10 and give each a flipchart paper and pen.
4. Explain to participants that they must develop a list of three rules of how they are going to govern their island.  These must be general principles such as ‘everyone must be treated fairly’

5. Once each group has at least three rules, go through the following scenarios, getting the groups to come up with solutions to the problems and write or draw them on the flipchart.  Note that it isn’t necessary to do all of these and you can make up your own, to suit a certain topic or idea.  The point is to get the participants to begin thinking of how rules are developed to deal with problems that arise.
Scenarios
a) One day you are walking along the beach and a boy comes up to you and states that he has been doing the same job of gathering fire wood for three weeks.  He is tired and wants to do something else.  He is annoyed as everyone else who lives near him use the firewood, but won’t help him.  What will you do?

b) You are approached in the evening by three people.  One is being violently sick.  The other two explain that the man is being sick because he has eaten all the pineapples the group have collected; he has eaten so many he’s made himself ill.  What do you do with the man, and how do you prevent this happening again?
c) A girl comes up to you distraught; she has a DVD player with her.  Last night the batteries in the DVD Player where stolen.  The girl explains to you that the batteries were taken by a boy who lives near her on the island and he is using them to put in his DS Player and won’t give them back.  How do you deal with this?

d) A boy is crying to you because he feels that no-one is listening to him as he is younger.

6. After the scenarios explain to the group that advance scouts have noticed smoke rising from the other side of the island. After further investigation you realise that there are others on the island who out number you sixty to one.  What do you do?

7. Your scouts have reported that those in the other camp are ill.  They need medicine which you have from your supplies.  Will you share it with them?

8. After the group have come up with solutions get each to feedback to the wider group and have a general discussion about the solutions they came up with.

9. Explain to the group that the island you thought was imaginary is actually very like our own world, we tend to live in our own islands and there are many groups of ‘others’ who we deal with.  Many years ago in the wake of tragedy, a group of people from many different races came together to develop a set of principles or rights, for all people across the world.  This was then developed further into a list of rights for children and young people which is called the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
10. Hand out Convention to each person and begin to match the solutions each group came up to with a right, for example discrimination can be linked to Article 2.  The right to be heard is article 12.

11.This could be developed further to inform children on the role of the children’s commissioner to protect these rights, or you could have a more general discussion on an individual right or why we have rights at all.
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