Investigate how an individual Christian or the church has
responded to an ethical issue and evaluate the impact of
this contribution on the life of others, for example, impact
of medical advances on human choices and behaviour (plastic
surgery in relation to self identity, substance abuse).
Investigate how different religions have responded to an
ethical issue, for example, respect for life.
(Key Element: Ethical Awareness)

Explore why those with a religious faith believe they have
responsibility, as stewards, to take care of the world and
people within it.
Explain how they might put these beliefs about
stewardship into practice today, for example, activities in
which people participate that develop a responsible attitude
towards the environment; religious response to human
development issues; the creation of a fair and equitable
world.
(Key Element: Education for Sustainable Development)

• research and manage information effectively to investigate religious, moral and ethical issues, including Using Mathematics and Using ICT where appropriate;
• show deeper understanding by thinking critically and flexibly, solving problems and making informed decisions, demonstrating Using Mathematics and Using ICT where
appropriate;
• demonstrate creativity, and initiative when developing ideas and following them through;
• work effectively with others;
• demonstrate self-management by working systematically, persisting with tasks, evaluating and improving own performance;
• communicate effectively in oral, visual, written and ICT formats, showing clear awareness of audience and purpose.

Explore and respond to the key questions that arise
through discussions on the purpose of life and develop
personal awareness in this area, for example, the role of
forgiveness, love and judgement in the teaching and life of
Jesus; investigate the Eightfold Path in Buddhism or Five
pillars of Islam.
(Key Element: Spiritual Awareness)

Examine how we make choices between right and wrong
and the influences that shape our moral behaviour such as
conscience, family, peers, school, religious background,
media and society, for example, investigation into the life of
a well known religious person who has taken a moral stance.
(Key Element: Moral Character)

Explore the role of religion in regard to health issues, for
example, development of the concept of the body as a temple
in relation to smoking, alcohol or substance abuse.
(Key Element: Personal Health)

Investigate, evaluate and critique the power of the media
to inform, influence and persuade in dealing with religious
events and issues, for example, violence in society; social
and global justice; human sexuality; religious tolerance.
(Key Element: Media Awareness)

Explore how the religious beliefs, practices and lifestyles
of people of world faiths, other than Christianity, have
influenced the development of various cultural traditions
(in N. Ireland), for example, positive valuing of festivals and
traditions from various cultures and religions.
(Key Element: Cultural Understanding)

Consider how their consumer choices have an effect
on the economic stability of others, for example, the
development of fair trade consumer goods.
Explore the role of charities in modern society, for
example, how one charity contributes to the economic
development of people locally or globally.
(Key Element: Economic Awareness)

Consider the important role of skills, attitudes,
dispositions and ethical values in the work place, for
example, working within religious and ethical guidelines in
work.
(Key Element: Employability)

Pupils should have opportunities to:

(Objective 3)
Developing pupils as Contributors to the
Economy and the Environment

NB: Teachers may develop activities that combine many of the statutory requirements, provided that, across the key stage, all of the statutory aspects highlighted in BOLD (including each of the Key Elements) are met.

Pupils should be able to:

The learning outcomes require the demonstration of
skills and application of knowledge and understanding of
Religious Education and its impact on life today.

Learning Outcomes:

They should also have the opportunities to develop and
practise the following skills:
• investigate, explain and evaluate the impact of religious
beliefs and teachings on individuals, communities and
society;
• analyse, interpret, evaluate and present information
from a range of sources, texts and authorities;
• develop critical and creative thinking in their approach to
solving problems and making decisions;
• be able to discuss, evaluate and empathise with how
religious beliefs and teachings can inform answers to
questions about the meaning and purpose of life as well
as moral and ethical issues;
• reflect on and evaluate their own and others’ thoughts,
feelings, experiences and beliefs on religious, spiritual
and moral issues, using reasoned and balanced
arguments, and consider how these might be applied to
their lifestyle.

a knowledge of two world religions other than Christianity
and sensitivity towards the religious beliefs, practices and
lifestyles of their followers in Northern Ireland.

their ability to think and judge about morality, to relate
Christian moral principles to personal and social life, and
to identify values and attitudes that influence behaviour;

a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the
growth of Christianity, of its worship, prayer and religious
language; a growing awareness of the meaning of
belonging to a Christian tradition, and sensitivity towards
the beliefs of others;

Investigate ways in which rights and responsibilities in
relationships with other people apply to everyday life and
how this is sometimes difficult to put into practice, for
example, conflicts with family or peers and how they can be
resolved.
Develop a range of skills to promote sensitivity and
empathy when discussing religious and moral issues, for
example, discussing and questioning in a frank and open
manner varying opinions on issues such as sectarianism,
prejudice and/or racism; discussing the positive impact of
inter religious dialogue.
(Key Element: Mutual Understanding)

Investigate how choices can be influenced by prejudice
and sectarianism and ways in which reconciliation can
be achieved through dialogue, outreach and action,
for example, Jesus and his relationship with others; the
churches’ role in peace and reconciliation in N. Ireland or
S. Africa; religious response to social justice issues in today’s
world.
(Key Element: Citizenship)

Explore issues of personal identity by fostering respect
for self, for example, development of positive self-image
through the concept of creation in the image of God.
(Key Element: Personal Understanding)

an awareness, knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of the key Christian teachings about God
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit), about Jesus Christ, and
about the Bible; develop an ability to interpret and relate
the Bible to life;

Pupils should have opportunities to:

Pupils should have opportunities to:

Pupils should have opportunities, through the contexts
opposite, to develop:

(Objective 2)
Developing pupils as Contributors to Society

(Objective 1)
Developing pupils as Individuals

Developing pupils’
Knowledge, Understanding and Skills

The statutory requirements are set out in the Core Syllabus for Religious Education. These are outlined in Bold in the Knowledge, Understanding and Skills column.
This diagram aligns aspects of the core syllabus with the statutory requirements of the curriculum. All four learning objectives of the Core Syllabus can relate to a
number of Key Elements. The illustrations offered in the objective columns aim to relate this strand to Learning for Life and Work contexts. All examples are in italics.
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