GCSE GEOGRAPHY
SNAPSHOT
OVERVIEW
Studying Geography will enable students to develop their knowledge and understanding of
geographical concepts, their responsibilities as global citizens and an awareness of other people’s views
of the world, and its environments, societies and cultures.
By completing GCSE Geography, students will be well prepared to continue their study of Geography at
Advanced level.
Studying Geography can prepare students for a range of careers in urban planning, cartography,
GIS applications, climatology, hydrography, environmental management, weather forecasting,
research, journalism, landscape architecture, surveying, aerial photography and teaching.

SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World
• River Environments – river features and their formation
• Coastal Environments – landforms, defences and coastal management strategies
• Our Changing Weather and Climate – causes and impacts of weather in the British Isles
• The Restless Earth – the Earth’s structure, earthquakes and supervolcanoes
Unit 2: Living in Our World
• Population and Migration – factors in migration, barriers to migration and challenges faced by both
refugees and destination countries
• Changing Urban Areas – challenges facing cities in LEDCs and inner cities in MEDCs
• Contrasts in World Development – the development gap and strategies that aim to reduce it
• Managing Our Environment – environmental impact of the increasing use of resources
Unit 3: Fieldwork
Students complete a fieldwork investigation, choosing an issue or question related to Unit 1 or Unit 2.

BENEFITS TO STUDENTS
Geography combines well with science subjects such as Biology, Chemistry and Physics, and with
Mathematics, Business Studies, Environmental Technology and Economics. Students can develop their
skills in Communication, Using Mathematics and Using ICT.
Geography provides a number of key benefits to students, including:
• developing their knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts;
• appreciating the differences and similarities between people’s views of the world, and its
environments, societies and cultures;
• developing their responsibilities as global citizens; and
• applying their learning to the real world through fieldwork.

CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS, THINKING
SKILLS AND PERSONAL CAPABILITIES THAT
WILL BE DEVELOPED
Students can develop skills, for example:
• Communication (oral and written) – participate in discussions, debates and interviews, and interpret,
analyse and present information;
• Using Mathematics – use mathematical language, notation, mental computation, mathematical
concepts and problem-solving strategies, interpret and analyse mathematical data and present data in
a variety of formats;
• Using ICT – use technology to access, manage, select and present information;
• Self-Management – plan work, monitor and review and evaluate progress, improve learning and manage
time effectively;
• Working with Others – learn through co-operation with others, participate in teamwork, and listen to others
and influence group thinking and decision making; and
• Problem Solving – identify and analyse relationships and patterns, propose justified explanations, form
opinions and justify views, analyse and assess evidence and multiple perspectives, explore unfamiliar
views, evaluate options and justify decisions, and apply and evaluate approaches to solve problems.

UNIQUE FEATURES OF THIS SPECIFICATION/
IMPROVEMENTS MADE
Geography has been described as the ‘subject for our times’. Students explore topical and relevant themes,
including sustainable development, globalisation, climate change and the challenges facing refugees.
There is no longer a controlled assessment requirement for this specification. Assessment for Unit 3: Fieldwork
is now an external written examination.

CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT
CONTENT

CONTENT SUMMARY

Unit 1:
Understanding Our
Natural World

This unit covers:

Unit 2:
Living in Our World

This unit covers:

Unit 3:
Fieldwork

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

External written
examination

40%

External written
examination

40%

Theme A: River Environments
Theme B: Coastal Environments
Theme C: Our Changing Weather and Climate 1 hour 30 mins
Theme D: The Restless Earth

Theme A: Population and Migration
Theme B: Changing Urban Areas
Theme C: Contrasts in World Development
Theme D: Managing Our Environment

Students base their answers on their knowledge
and experience of fieldwork

SPECIFICATION
SNAPSHOT
For first teaching from September 2017
For first assessment in Summer 2018
For first award in Summer 2019

1 hour 30 mins
External written
examination

20%

*The information in this table is still subject to regulatory approval.

1 hour

SUPPORTING YOU

CONTACT US

The following resources are available to support
this specification:

If you have a query or require advice or guidance,
please contact:

• our Geography microsite at www.ccea.org.uk
and
• specimen assessment materials.

Specification Support Officer
Arlene Ashfield
(028) 9026 1200, extension 2291
aashfield@ccea.org.uk

We also intend to provide:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

past papers;
mark schemes;
Chief Examiner’s reports;
planning frameworks;
centre support visits;
support days for teachers;
a resource list; and
exemplification of examination performance.

Principal Officer
Margaret McMullan
(028) 9026 1200, extension 2285
mmcmullan@ccea.org.uk
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